TIPS AND TRENDS FOR HOMEOWNERS, BUYERS AND SELLERS
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The bathroom. Big or small, it's one of the rooms in your house that gets a
ot of attention — from you, your family and friends, and potential buyers. And
as one of the most popular rooms in the house, it deserves an update every
now and again. Even if renovations aren't in your plans, there are some easy
ways to update it on a budget. The key is to revamp focal points, such as
mirrors or rugs, and then focus on unique additions. Consider these tips from
Apartment Therapy.

Start by replacing the mirror — a bathroom staple — with a more
contemporary shape and style. For big impact with minimal effort, reduce
clutter on the bathroom counters by repurposing mason jars from the kitchen
to hold makeup brushes and pencils, small combs or extra toothbrushes, and
store makeup or other odds and ends in stylish mini baskets or ceramic pots.
To refresh the counter without replacing it, change out the fixtures and
accessories like the soap dispenser and towel rack.

Pull together the entire bathroom with complementary or matching hues for
bathroom essentials such as towels, washcloths and a shower curtain, or
stencil an easy, colorful border around the mirror or ceiling for an added pop
of color.

Treat your bathroom like any other room in the house. Use framed
postcards, vacation photos or pressed flowers to create inexpensive artwork
to deck the walls. Consider repurposing other household items to give the
bathroom a welcoming vibe, such as wine racks for rolled up towels.
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SEASON PASS

The weather may

not be as chilly in
California or Florida
asitisin New York or
Wisconsin, but

getting your home
ready for a new season
is still a
good idea.
Put these
“winterizing” tips
from MSN Real Estate
on your to-do list.

Clean your gutters. Autumn leaves are pretty, but once
they fall, they can reveal their ugly side — by contributing to
clogged gutters. Neglecting your gutters can eventually cause
water to seep into your home. Rid gutters of leaves and other
debris by hand (be sure to wear thick gloves) or with a scraper and rinse
with a powerful hose to ensure proper drainage.

Plug leaks. Avoid leaks from rain or snowstorms with a simple
maneuver. On a windy day, walk around the inside of your home with a lit
incense stick or candle and hold it near commonly drafty areas —
windows, door frames, electrical outlets — and apply caulk or other
sealants to gaps. For more protection against the elements, install storm
windows or buy a window insulator kit (about $5 per window) for a
cheaper fix.

Bundle up. Insulation, no matter where you live, is a necessity.
Experts say that regardless of where you call home, attics should contain
a minimum of 12 inches of insulation.

Ensure that your insulation is adequate
to help you avoid wasted money
in heating or energy bills.
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The holidays bring food, gifts, good times — and guests. Hosting houseguests
can be joyful and stressful, but you can minimize the hassle with thoughtful
planning and preparation. Consider these tips from Real Simple and Woman’s
Day.

Get your house in order. Cut out any unnecessary drama by discussing —

and approving — houseguests (who, how many and for how long) with your
spouse and the rest of your household well before anyone arrives on your

Say Yes to CRS

Buying a home is one of the biggest and most emotional decisions you
will ever make. So it’s important to work with someone who can provide
sound advice and a steady, guiding hand when you need it. That's why a
CRS agent is the best person for the job.

A Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) is among the top 3 percent of all
agents in the country. CRS agents have achieved a high volume of
transactions and advanced training in areas such as business planning,
real estate investing, marketing and technology. They must also maintain
membership in the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and
abide by its Code of Ethics. Why work with anyone else when you can
work with a CRS agent?

mattress.

own pace.

doorstep. Next, ensure you have adequate space for the number of guests
you'll have. Sleeping arrangements will be different depending on your
guests’ situations. For example, young children may need to sleep in the
same room as their parents, so you might want to provide a futon or air

Stock your kitchen. Avoid the stress of creating daytime meals on the
fly by stashing a few easily defrosted dishes that guests can help
themselves to throughout the day, such as lasagna or baked mac 'n’
cheese. And be sure to set a specific dinnertime so everyone can plan
accordingly. For breakfast, opt for small baskets of muffins or bagels with
jellies and butter, and keep a pot of hot coffee with ample supplies of
cream and sugar so that guests can wake up and feed themselves at their

Don’t forget about it. Help your guests settle in by stocking up on the
often-forgotten necessities, such as toothbrushes, travel-sized toothpaste
and shower products, disposable razors and makeup-remover wipes.
Equip each bedroom with extra linens, and add a scented candle or two to

make rooms feel like a posh hotel.
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DID YOU KNOW?

The U.S.
delivers more than 15 billion
cards and packages between
Thanksgiving and

Christmas Eve.
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This newsletter is for informational purposes only and should not be substituted for legal or financial advice.

- If you are currently working with another real estate agent or broker, it is not a solicitation for business.
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o REFB’(Q%I Do you know someone who is thinking about buying or selling a home? Please mention my name.




